Hannah H/Alex B

Explain Project: 

Hannah: William Butler Yeats once said, Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. 
Alex: But if we’re talking about pails, I’m only a drop in the bucket. To put it in the comic frame, I’m really just trying to get by. 

Hannah: This class is a frame in itself; a frame of Ecological Imaginings, but the picture is our writing, and sometimes I can’t help but find myself

Both: Spacing out”
Hannah: Spacing out? 

Alex: A moment you have when you just stop what you’re doing, freeze, and not pay attention to any of your surroundings at all. 
Hannah: But wouldn’t it make a lot more sense to think of “spacing” as becoming more aware of your surroundings? After all, it is space that surrounds you. And unless you’re David Bohm, you might move through it every day, but never really stop to think about it. 

 Alex: But where is the intimacy in that? Where is the intimacy in not thinking about the things closest to you? There is no excuse—

Hannah: None?

 Alex: None, for not knowing the place in which we live.
“It seems ironic that as science progresses and helps humanity better understand the mechanics of the universe, the human race becomes increasingly desensitized to our connectedness to it. As a result, we have lost the ability to intimately communicate with the Earth.” 

This semester I realized that for someone who writes so much about intimacy, there is a lack of it between my reader and me.

Hannah: And I theorized that “physical intimacy, cognitive intimacy, and intellectual intimacy with our earth might be the key to getting us to actually change”. 

Both: So what does that have to do with our education? 

Alex: I think I read somewhere that …

Hannah: “this alienation from the earth venture has led to confusion about the entire human venture. The [American] college has no adequate context in which to function.” Thomas Berry. 
Both: What? 
Hannah: Then how are we supposed to get intimate with our curriculum? 

Alex: So how do we remedy this issue of intimacy? We live in the world of 
Both: Academia. 
Hannah: Consciousness. (echo Alex: consciousness)
Hannah: The quality or state of being aware. 

Alex: Although some people believe that “If I can think my existence of a being who has never existed, then I think my way into the existence of a bat or a chimpanzee or an oyster, any being with whom I share the substrate of life.” So under that logic if something is empty, then we can fill up that space with anything we want. 

Hannah: But what about animals?

Hannah: “They have no consciousness, therefore”. 
Alex: Therefore? Therefore. 

Both: Therefore what? 
Hannah: Therefore we are free to use them for our own ends? Therefore we are free to kill them? 
Both: Why?
Hannah: Animals minds are not empty. There is no space for us to fill. What fills an animal’s brain may be different from what fills our own, but it is still full
Alex: …to the brim
Hannah: But what are our brains full of anyways?
Alex: Knowledge is served to us on silver platters

Hannah: Only to be shoved down our throats later. 

Both: My biggest fear is losing my appetite for it. 

Alex: Hello, ma’am, I’ll be your server today. What would you like? 
Hannah: I want a little piece. 

Alex: A little piece of what? 

Hannah: Peace, P-E-A-C-E. 

Alex: You know, I don’t think we’ve had any of that for a while. 

